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Good evening, my name is Aves Thompson and I am the Executive Director of the Alaska Trucking Association.  

The Alaska Trucking Association is an Alaskan trade association comprised of nearly 200 member companies representing diverse trucking operations in Alaska.  In 2008, Alaska trucking employed nearly 20,000 people 
- 1 out of 12 civilian workers; trucking pays more than 
$1 billion in wages annually and consists of hundreds of  family-owned and corporate trucking businesses.  

Trucks move nearly 33,000 tons of freight each business day in Alaska.   Like the rest of the United States, many communities in Alaska depend exclusively on trucking to supply the essential goods that they use in their daily lives.  And, as in the “lower 48”, trucking is the backbone of the economy of Alaska.  
Since 2005, 680 leases have been awarded to companies interested in exploring for oil & gas off the Alaska coasts.  Despite years of applications for permits, community consultation, environmental studies and analysis, and more than $3 billion in bonus payments to the federal government and investment in technology, equipment and personnel, not one well has been drilled in the Alaska OCS.  The leases were sold after an exhaustive environmental analysis.  I believe that when the federal government awards a lease and accepts payment, it has an obligation to efficiently process permits within a reasonable time period.

Recently, President Obama released a significant amount of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to help calm the oil markets to try to bring down the price of oil.  While this release of oil may achieve some very short term relief, this action provides no longer term new energy supply for our nation and provides few if any new jobs for Americans.  I believe the better strategy is to move forward on Lease Sale 193 and other lease potentials to provide not only oil for the market place but also thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in new payroll.  To paraphrase Alaska Senator Mark Begich, 
“… let Alaska be America’s Petroleum Reserve…”.
There are four important points to be made:

1. Trucking needs oil.  During the shift from carbon based fuels to alternative fuel sources, diesel fuel will continue to be the prime fuel source for on road trucking for the next 25-50 years

2. Alaska needs oil.  A recent study indicates that OCS development in the Chukchi, Beaufort and the North Aleutian Basin could generate:  
· Annual average of 35,000 jobs

· Payrolls of $72 billion

· Cumulative state revenue of $15 billion; and

· Potential property taxes to local governments of  $4 billion over the next 50 years.  

3. America needs oil.  The unrest in the Middle East and other oil producing areas serves as a wake up call for us to increase our domestic production to provide for our national energy security.
4. And lastly, BOEMRE has the ability and the obligation to move the process forward to provide the oil that our industry, our state and our nation so desperately needs.    

For these and many other reasons, the Alaska Trucking Association urges the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement to move forward as soon as possible in the approval process to allow for exploration and production activities to begin on Chukchi Sea Lease Sale 193.    Thank you for your attention.
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     If you got it, a truck brought it…
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