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EPA Testimony on Air Quality Permit
September 25, 2009

My name is Paul Laird. I’m general manager and testifying on behalf of the Alaska Support Industry Alliance.

The Alliance is a non-profit trade association representing nearly 500 member organizations with more than 40,000 Alaska employees that provide goods and services to Alaska’s oil, gas & mining industries.

Our livelihoods depend on a healthy Alaska oil & gas industry and investment climate. OCS exploration and development is critical to our future.
As a result of depressed business activity in Alaska’s oil patch, hundreds of Alaskan oil field workers and professionals have been laid off in recent months.

Drilling this winter will create business opportunities for Alaska’s oil field contractors and suppliers and hundreds of new jobs for their employees.

We have one simple message for the EPA: Issue the air quality permit Shell needs in order to explore for oil and gas on its Chukchi Sea leases, and issue it now.

Shell paid the federal government more than $2 billion for these leases and has spent $13 million so far pursuing an air quality permit. It’s invested hundreds of millions of dollars trying to drill on its OCS leases in Alaska. So far, it’s bought them three years of delays for this single EPA permit. Three years. If the permit isn’t issued soon, drilling will be delayed for yet another year.
The entire Trans-Alaska Pipeline was built in less time than it’s taking the EPA to issue a single air quality permit for drilling that will generate temporary emissions 60-100 miles from the nearest shore. 
We’re tired of waiting. Alaskans are ready to go to work. It’s time for the Environmental Protection Agency to do the same.
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…for responsible development of Alaska’s Oil, Gas & Mineral Resources





646 West Fourth Ave., Suite 200 * Anchorage, AK 99501 * Phone (907) 563-2226 * Fax (907) 561-8870








